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What I Plan to Cover

ÁWhat basic goals and policies are 

needed for renewable energy?

ÁWhat could aggressive US policy do to 

encourage renewable energy?

ÁWhat contribution are states making?

ÁHow can we accelerate progress?



Summary of Sensible 

Renewables Policy

ÁA Real Carbon Cap & a Price for Carbon Disposal

ÁRenewable Portfolio Standard

ÁPublic Benefits Funding and Incentives

ÁNet Metering & Feed in Tariffs

ÁLow Carbon Transportation Fuels

ÁFair Transmission and Distribution Rules

ÁFair Pollution Rules

ÁDisclosure, Transparency and Putting Green 

Customer Demand to Work



Summary of What We Need

ÁPolicies to drive investment in and eliminate obstacles 
to clean energy and energy efficiency

ÁFull disclosure of emissions

ÁStandards based on real full life cycle emissions for all 
fuels

ÁPolicies to drive investments in oil reduction as if 
energy independence and climate really matters

·Plug in electric vehicle development

·Next wave of clean cars standards

·Low Carbon Fuels Standards

·Public transportation and land use changes
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24 states are moving forward with carbon regulation and 

getting a price for carbon is important for renewables
Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative in the Northeast

ÅIs operational.

ÅAuctions have been held and prices range from $2-4/ton. 

The California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006

Å. Moving toward regulation in 2012.

ÅMulti-pronged effort: cap & trade, energy efficiency, zero emissions vehicles, 

refrigerant management, renewable electricity standard, etc

ÅGHG targets for transportation

ÅExpectation for $44/ton by 2020

Western Climate Initiative

ÅTo be implemented by 2015.

ÅEstimated  range of cost: $18 to $70/ton from reduction of GHG by 15% 

below 2005 levels by 2020.

Midwest Greenhouse Gas Accord

ÅNine states + Manitoba

ÅTarget of 20 percent below 2005 levels by 2020.

The DNA for a federal program 

exists in the states & regions



Renewable Portfolio Standards

State Goal

ƿPA: 18%¹ by 2020

ƿNJ: 22.5% by 2021

CT: 10% by 2010

MA: 4% by 2009 + 
1% annual increase

WI: requirement varies by 

utility; 10% by 2015 Goal

IA: 105 MW

MN: 10% by 2015 Goal +

Xcel mandate of

1,125 MW wind by 2010

TX: 5,880 MW by 2015

*NM: 10% by 2011ƿAZ: 15% by 2025                           

CA: 20% by 2010

ƿNV: 20% by 2015

ME: 30% by 2000;
10% by 2017 goal - new RE

State RPS

*MD: 7.5% by 2019

ƿMinimum solar or customer-sited requirement

* Increased credit for solar or customer-sited

¹PA: 8% Tier I, 10% Tier II (includes non -renewable sources)

HI: 20% by 2020

RI: 15% by 2020

ƿCO: 10% by 2015

ƿDC: 11% by 2022

ƿNY: 24% by 2013

MT: 15% by 2015

*DE: 10% by 2019

IL: 8% by 2013

VT: RE meets load 

growth by 2012

SWH eligible

*WA: 15% by 2020



ÅNational renewable electricity standard in 2007 federal 

energy legislation.

ÅHouse passed 15% by 2020 RES (220-190)

ÅProponents believed close to or at 60 vote threshold for 

cloture

ÅOpposed by Bush Administration

ÅLeft out of final energy bill - no Senate vote

ÅNow up for consideration again

A National Renewable Energy 

Standard



Currently, 28 and DC have enacted enforceable renewable 

electricity standards. Now we need a strong federal-

level RES to create a national market for renewable 

energy and lead to new renewable energy generation.

A 25% RES would: 
1) create a large and growing market for clean, renewable sources of 

energy like solar, wind, geothermal, and bioenergy. 

2) 2) save consumers $64.3 billion by 2025 and $95.5 billion by 2030 

in their electricity and natural gas bills;

3) create 297,000 new, green jobs;produce $263.4 billion in new 

capital investment; and 

4) take the equivalent of 45.3 million cars off the road through 

Benefits of the Renewable 

Electricity Standard (RES)



Why Care about 

State and Regional Programs?

ÁTo reduce emissions; the clock is ticking

ÁTo test out various programs and policies

ÁTo get a national program that is (at least 
slightly) innovative and that actually makes 
reductions consistent with what science tells 
us in needed

ÁAs belt and suspenders in case the special 
interests (coal, oil, auto, etc.) are as powerful 
as they appear.


