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ÅArchitects ïprefer blank canvas

ÅIndustry/economy aligned behind new 

construction

ÅEconomics of reuse       

ÅGreen Builders?  Environmentalists? 

Existing Buildings 

ïDonôt Get No Respect  



Enteré.Preservationists



Evolution of Preservation

Mt. Vernon

Alexandria, VA



Evolution of Preservation



Preservation and Sustainability



Historic & Older Buildings: The Stats

-- Estimated 6-8 Million Buildings in National, State, Local Registers

-- Emphasis on older buildings

-- Pre 1960 homes = 30% of building stock

0

2

4

6

8

10

12

14

16

18

20

pre-1940 1940-49 1950-59 1960-69 1970-79 1980-89 1990-99 2000-2005

U.S. Homes by Year of Construction (in millions)
Source: Energy Information Agency



Historic & Older Buildings: The Stats

Pre-1960 commercial buildings = 30% of building stock

U.S. Commercial Buildings by Year of Construction (in thousands)
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Date Built

Btu/sq. ft

Before 1920 80,127

1920 ï1945 90,234

1946 ï1959 80,198

1960 ï1969 90,976

1970 ï1979 94,968

1980 ï1989 100,077

1990 ï1999 88,834

2000 ï2003 79,703Source:  U.S. Energy Information Administration, 2003 Commercial Building Energy Consumption Survey

Energy Performance of Commercial Buildings (non malls):

Performance of Older Commercial Bldgs



Source: U.S. Energy Information Administration, 2005 Residential Energy Consumption Survey

Performance of Older Homes



Retrofits

Misperceptions of ñmajor conflictsò

between Green and preservation

Vance Building, Seattle, WA 

LEED Gold

Cobb Building, Seattle, WA

LEED Silver
Portland Armory, Portland, OR

LEED Platinum


