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• From BuildingGreen
• Screened product listings
• Based on criteria 

developed over the past
18 years18 years

• Goal is ease of use
• Reliance on 3rd-party 

certifications when 
available
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Criteria for approving 
products into GreenSpec

“Life-cycle Thinking” used in 
GreenSpec product evaluations
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www.buildinggreen.com
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Fiberglass insulation is  
traditionally held together with 
formaldehyde-based binders 

BUT…
• Formaldehyde is 

Photo: Owens Corning

• Formaldehyde is 
considered a carcinogen by 
the International Agency for 
Research on Cancer 
(IARC)

• Formaldehyde is also linked 
to immune, reproductive, 
developmental, neurological, 
and respiratory problems
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Formaldehyde-free insulation 
Photo: Johns Manville
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EcoBatt insulation using Ecose binder. 
Photo: Knauf
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CertainTeed: “Sustainable 
Insulation” with bio-based 
binder released in 2010.

“Sustainable Insulation”   Photo: CertainTeed
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Photo: Owens Corning
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� Chromium, 
cadmium, and cobalt 
used in anti-
corrosive paint are 
known or possible 
carcinogens.carcinogens.

• May also contain 
VOCs and other 
hazardous airborne 
pollutants (HAPs)

Photo: EonCoat, LLC



� Waterborne, two-part, 
ceramic coating

� Part A : phosphoric acid and 
Part B: magnesium 
hydroxide ("milk of 
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Photo: EonCoat, LLC

hydroxide ("milk of 
magnesia")

� No VOCs or HAPs

� Smaller CO2 footprint than 
standard coatings

www.eoncoat.com
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Photo: EonCoat, LLC
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1-HP pump operating 24/7 at a Vermont church. Photo: Alex Wilson
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Wilo Stratos pump (commercial)
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Wilo Stratos ECO (residential)
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www.wilo-usa.com
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Grundfos Magna  
(commercial)

Grundfos Magna VFD pump  
installation in Brattleboro, VT.  
Photo: Alex Wilson
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Bird kills from office building in New York. 
Photo: New York City Audubon Society
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Photo: New 
York City 
Audubon 
Society
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Photo: Jon 
Ogrydziak

www.ornilux.com
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Center for Global Conservation at the Bronx Zoo. Photo: David Sundberg for FXFOWLE
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Polar bear enclosure at the Munich Zoo with triple-laminate Ornilux. Photo: Arnold Glas
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Pattern birds see with Ornilux Mikado glass. Photo: Arnold Glas
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Photo: Ohio School Facilities Commission
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Photo: Ohio School Facilities Commission
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Used in clay and silt, sand, silt, 
peat, and soils below the 
ground water table.

Geopier can result in less:

Graphic: Geopier Foundation Company

• Excavation

• Site disturbance

• Trucking

• Concrete use

• $$$$ spent (20%-50% 
savings over other options)
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Photo: Geopier Foundation Company

www.geopier.com



� �����	������	H(*	����	
���	@$<H($	����

� 2������	�
�3	��	�����	
��	�����	�������	
�	
)�����*	>��������	
�
������	���	��	����?

� 9��������	������	

���#��� ���

� 9��������	������	
�
������	�
�3	��	G((	
����J���	��	�������	C	
���	'	�����
�	������

� ������	���	��	
����
���	�
�	������	
�	
��
������	�
�����
��

Photo: Ohio School Facilities Commission
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San Francisco tract homes. Photo: Alex Wilson
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Graphic: 
Bensonwood
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Graphic: Bensonwood
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Photos: Alex Wilson www.bensonwood.com
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Photos: Alex Wilson

BIM software – direct to cutting

Hundegger computer-controlled milling equipment
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Photos: Alex Wilson
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New Hampshire house. Photo: Bensonwood
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Lake Mead – half empty, 2007. Photo: Ken Dewey



� (�-	
���
��	���	�����K

� 7���	�����	���	����	���	
�
�������	
���
�	
�	�
��	
����������	�
�����

� =���	8����	
������
�

� ���������	���������	����
�

���������	
�7�!�������������� ����
)��
����������������

� ���������	���������	����
�

< =�����	��	���������	
�������	�����
	�����0	
���3�	�����	
��

< ���������	��
�	���������
������

< "��	������	��	���	�������
������	�����	��	�
	
������	�	���
�	�����	��
�

Photo: Niagara Conservation
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Graphic: Niagara Conservation
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Photo: Niagara Conservation
www.niagaraconservation.com
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Photo: Thermafiber
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Photo: Knight Wall Systems
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www.knightwall.com
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Can be used with mineral wool insulation, retrofits or out-of-
plumb walls, and between 2” and 6” insulation
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� Stonel Thin 
Brick

� Boston 
Valley 
Terracotta

� Ceramic Tile� Ceramic Tile
� NorthClad

Auminum
and Steel

� Stucco
� StoneSheets

thin stone 
laminates

� And more Photo: StoneSheets
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MR16 halogen lamp
Photo: GE

Photo: Furniture Fashion
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Photo: Xicato
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Photo: Lighting Services Inc
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Brooker Gallery at the Chicago Field Museum. Photo: Lighting Services Inc
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San Francisco MOMA, 
Photo: Lighting Services Inc

Very low range of color variability with Xicato specification
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For information, visit www.BuildingGreen.com or call 802-257-7300
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Brent Ehrlich
Products Editor
www.buildinggreen.com


