ELECTRIC DRIVE VEHICLES: Availability, Cost and Consumer Acceptability
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CONSUMER ACCEPTABILITY

PERFORMANCE: Electric and hybrid vehicle performance increases every year and can meet the daily driving
needs of millions of Americans. The new scoring system at the NESEA Tour highlights consumer acceptability.
Points are awarded to vehicles that demonstrate reliability, good range, acceleration, braking, handling and creature
comforts, as well as good fuel economy (efficiency) and low greenhouse gas emissions. Specia scored events this
year include: daily driving; consumer acceptability asjudged by invited press; range event at Chesapeake City, MD,
May 16; acceleration and handling (autocross) events at Sandy Point State Park, May 17; efficiency and greenhouse
gas emissions.

COST & AVAILABILITY: The gasoline-electric hybrid Honda Insight was introduced at $18,500, which is compa
rable to a gasoline vehicle of its class. Toyotawill sell its gasoline-electric Prius at around $20,00 later this year.

Battery-electric vehicles are still costly because production volumes for advanced batteries are still very low.
However, over the next few years, severa auto companies plan to introduce 2-seat electric vehicles for urban
travel, such as the Ford Think City pictured above. Toyota's ecom, and Nissan's Hypermini are similarly de-
signed vehicles.

Asfor utility vehicles, the U.S. Postal Service recently ordered 5,000 electric mail trucks for delivery over the
next two years. A large portion of the fork lifts used to day are electric; electric golf cars are common; and
airports, theme parks, national parks, corporations and campuses are buying electric vehicles that can deliver
clean, quiet service. Auto companies predict that electric drive vehicles will soon capture 20% of new car sales.
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