
CHAPTER 5 GETTING AROUND CLEAN AND GREEN 81

CHAPTER 5

GETTING AROUND 
CLEAN AND GREEN: 

A CHALLENGE



CHAPTER 5

GETTING AROUND CLEAN AND GREEN: 
A CHALLENGE

CHAPTER 5 GETTING AROUND CLEAN AND GREEN

an advisory role. Keep in mind the goal is to create
a user-friendly intermodal fun travel guide that
informs community members of environmentally
appropriate transportation choices. It will be
used for assessment, but it will also be an oppor-
tunity for students to perform a community serv-
ice project and to explore career opportunities.

Guidelines are provided for planning the outings
and creating the guide. Use these as suggestions,
adapting them to your needs. Allowing students
some independence and control will likely
increase their sense of ownership and personal

TEACHING NOTES

In this lesson students will plan an environmentally
sound outing that requires the use of several
modes of travel. It will be an opportunity for them
to utilize, in a practical way, the information and
knowledge they have acquired thus far in this
unit. By assembling this collection of outings into
a travel guide, the students will be sharing their
knowledge and their efforts with the community.

Once the parameters are established, the students
will largely be self directed. The teacher will play
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ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS

▲ What day-long outings are possible in this and/or a neighboring community?
▲ How can we transport ourselves in the most environmentally friendly way?

OBJECTIVES

The students will:
• Explore the range of transportation and leisure options available in their community.
• Use information gained thus far to plan an environmentally friendly intermodal outing.
• Create an intermodal travel guide for their community.

ACTIVITIES

INTERMODAL CHALLENGE
Time: 45-minute class period.

INTERMODAL TRAVEL GUIDE
Time: Ongoing over several days.

STANDARDS
Technology: Understand transportation 
systems.
Language Arts: Knowledge of different 
genres; group discussions; presentations;
write compositions with clear focus, logical
statements, and adequate detail.
Geography: Map local community.
Mathematics: Collect data; construct, read
charts, practical application of percentages.
Language Arts: Group discussion, research
Economics: Compare ways to accomplish 
a goal, select those with greatest benefits
History: Recognize the importance of indi-
vidual choices and actions.
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Intermodalism refers to the transporting of peo-
ple, goods, or services using a variety of travel
modes. Travel modes include anything from
walking, skating, and rowing to riding bicycles,
horses, subways, buses, cars, and airplanes. 

investment in this project. Ideally, it will be an
enjoyable, creative, and challenging process
resulting in a valuable product.

Although creating the travel guide can be consid-
ered a culminating project and a valuable assess-
ment tool, it is also an opportunity for students to
explore a variety of career possibilities. A fin-
ished guide would require writers, editors, pub-
lishers, graphic designers, cartographers, and
marketers in charge of advertisement and distri-
bution. Individuals could contact local transporta-
tion facilities and relevant organizations and busi-
nesses to enlist their support, organizing a com-
munity-wide collaboration. The end result will be
a useable and informative document. Through
this publication, the students will inform others,
influence transportation behaviors, and con-
tribute to making their community a healthier,
cleaner place.
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• Worksheets

• Local maps (with scale)

• Mass transit schedules

• Brochures of local establishments

• Examples of travel guides

• Local telephone book

• Environmental Impact Rating Chart
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Gather materials.

Review and/or revise rubric. 

ACTIVITY 5.A 

INTERMODAL CHALLENGE

�
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Students will plan, research, and write guides for
specific outings. The class will need to establish
environmental standards for various travel
modes. This work will provide content for the
class’s travel guide that students will complete in
the next activity.  

�
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Present the challenge and explain that the activi-
ty will culminate with the creation of a travel
guide that the class will assemble for use in their
community. Hand out and go over the first intro-
ductory worksheet and the supplied rubric.
Alternatively, have students develop their own
rubric. Students need to be clear about all expecta-
tions before they begin. Review requirements as
well as the rubric that will be used to assess their
work. 

Decide if you want the students to work individu-
ally, in pairs, or small groups. Provide them with
the opportunity to periodically share their works
in progress. 
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Before they begin to plan their outings, the class
should decide on the audience for this guide. Do
they want it to be for middle school students,
teenagers in general, families, the general popu-
lation, or a combination? 

Each group will need to establish environmental
standards for various transportation modes. They
can use Chart 5.1 to determine relative emissions
for the different modes of travel. Or have them
calculate this from data in Table 5.1.

Start off by brainstorming possible adventures to
get students thinking and inspired. Then hand out
the student worksheet “Design a Travel Guide
Entry” to help guide and organize their work.

Options: 

• Give awards for the most usable, fun, environ-
mentally friendly, original, etc.

• Take a vote and make a class trip to an appro-
priate destination.
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As a result of this activity students will:
• Research, plan, and write a travel guide entry.

• Evaluate intermodal trips for environmental
impact, comfort, cost, and fun.

• Compose a written description of an 
intermodal trip.

�������������
• 45-minute class period.


