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$10,000 Zero Net Energy Building Award – Apply by December 15, 2010

Sponsored by the Northeast Sustainable Energy Association, winner to be announced at leading trade conference, BuildingEnergy11
(Boston and Greenfield, MA – October 13, 2010) -  The Northeast Sustainable Energy Association (NESEA) is calling for entrants to its fourth annual $10,000 Zero Net Energy Building Award.  Known for its network of cutting-edge professionals and high standards, NESEA has designed the award to showcase buildings that reflect state-of-the-art processes for measuring building energy performance. 

“I am delighted to be affiliated with NESEA and honored to serve as a judge for this prestigious award,” said Maryann Thompson, Adjunct Professor in the Harvard University Department of Architecture, and Principal of Maryann Thompson Architects in Cambridge, MA. “I have long been committed to employing a sustainable approach in our architecture – to weaving sustainability into our design process at all levels, from site planning and layout to deployment of as much sustainable technology as possible. NESEA’s zero net energy building award honors these principles as well – rewarding applicants for innovative architecture and elegant design, not just energy efficiency.”
 “As the organization known best for its ‘show me the numbers’ motto, NESEA offers builders and developers the opportunity to distinguish their work with an award based on the most rigorous industry standards,” said NESEA Executive Director Jennifer Marrapese. “For the past 36 years, NESEA’s members have been pushing the industry envelope.  The applications we receive are ‘the real deal!’ This award is intended to demonstrate the progress that we’ve made.”
To be eligible for the award, buildings must be fully occupied and document net-zero energy use for one year. The competition is open to occupied buildings in the Northeast-the six New England states plus New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware and Maryland.  Applicants with smaller renewable energy conversion systems coupled to more efficient buildings with reduced loads and elegantly conceived system designs will be favored over what might be termed "brute force" solutions - ones that rely principally on sufficiently sized solar arrays or wind turbines (assuming these to be the most likely on-site generators of renewable energy) to overcome conventional building loads.

The following additional factors will be considered in judging the success and aptitude with which applicants have achieved the zero energy target:

· Continuous occupancy - it is expected that applicant projects are fully occupied during the 12 month period during which supporting data is provided.  

· Replicability - it is expected that applicant projects achieve zero energy in ways that are reasonably easy to replicate. 

· Idiosyncrasy - whereas demonstrated conserver behavior is to be considered positively, behaviors that are purely idiosyncratic (for example, acceptance of unduly low thermostat settings; dietary regimens that dispense with refrigerators; perpetual candlelight reading) will be discounted.  Applicants submitting an uncommonly low power demand may be asked to provide an itemized listing of appliance loads.

The deadline for entries is December 15, 2010. For more information about the Zero Net Energy Building Award go to: http://www.nesea.org/inspirationawards/zeroenergy/
Judges will include Larry Sherwood of Sherwood Associates, past Executive Director of NESEA and ASES; Michael H. Nicklas, FAIA, Principal, Innovative Design, Inc.; and Maryann Thompson, FAIA, Maryann Thompson Architects and Adjunct Professor of Architecture, Graduate School of Design, Harvard, University.
BuildingEnergy is NESEA’s annual conference and tradeshow, now in its 36th year.  Held in Boston every March, BuildingEnergy is the oldest and largest regional building energy and renewable energy conference and trade show for practitioners in the Northeast.  NESEA’s BuildingEnergy11 (BE11) takes place March 8 – 10, 2011 at the Seaport World Trade Center in Boston.  Attendees include architects, designers, planners, builders, policymakers, manufacturers, and installers, and the Trade Show features 160 exhibitors showcasing the latest sustainable technologies and products. 

To register, call 413.774.6051 or visit our website for online registration at http://www.nesea.org/buildingenergy/.

###

About NESEA

NESEA is the Northeast Sustainable Energy Association (www.NESEA.org), a leading regional advocacy and membership organization dedicated to promoting sustainable energy practices and whole systems thinking.  For more than thirty years, NESEA has supported and inspired a growing network of professionals and sustainable energy experts committed to responsible energy use.  The organization communicates information about a wide array of sustainable solutions, provides detailed project case studies with proven results and compelling metrics, and offers access to cutting-edge technologies and creative approaches. NESEA’s members hail from the 10 Northeastern states, from Maine to Washington, D.C.  NESEA members are “practical idealists” – passionate about the need for interdisciplinary collaboration in order to create a healthy, efficient built environment powered by clean, renewable energy.  NESEA members believe achieving these ends will strengthen the economy, create new jobs, and heal the environment. 
