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What is NESEA?

NESEA is the Northeast Sustainable Energy Association (www.NESEA.org), a leading regional advocacy and membership organization dedicated to promoting sustainable energy practices.  For almost 40 years, NESEA has supported and inspired a growing network of professionals and sustainable energy experts committed to responsible energy use.  The organization communicates information about a wide array of sustainable solutions, provides detailed project case studies with proven results and compelling metrics, and offers access to cutting-edge technologies and creative approaches.
NESEA’s members hail from the 10 Northeastern states, from Maine to Washington, D.C.  NESEA members are “practical idealists” – passionate about the need for healthy, efficient buildings and transportation systems powered by clean, renewable energy.  NESEA members believe achieving these ends will strengthen the economy, create new jobs, and heal the environment. 
Efficient use of energy requires collaboration among practitioners in diverse professions.  NESEA's members include a wide range of sustainable energy practitioners including architects, engineers, educators, builders, energy consultants, renewable energy manufacturers and installers, facilities managers, planners, and students who are committed to whole systems thinking as the central framework for addressing energy issues.  Joined by consumer advocates, these practitioners have worked effectively to pioneer energy-efficient buildings and clean energy solutions, to share their knowledge and to recognize innovation. 
What is Building Energy?

Building Energy is NESEA’s annual conference and tradeshow, now in its 36th year.  Held in Boston every March, Building Energy is the oldest and largest regional building energy and renewable energy conference and trade show for practitioners in the Northeast.  NESEA’s Building Energy 2011 (BE11) takes place March 8 – 10, 2011 at the Seaport World Trade Center in Boston.  
Why Attend?

Generating truly new ideas in the world of sustainability requires whole systems thinking, a cross-disciplinary approach, and rigorous standards for content and case studies. Building Energy is the only conference where you will find architects, designers, planners, builders, policymakers, manufacturers, and installers working together to determine what’s possible. The Building Energy Trade Show features more than 160 exhibitors showcasing the latest sustainable technologies and products. Hear about strategies for reaching the goal of zero next energy – where you produce as much energy as you use.   
People and Ideas
NESEA is best known for providing a forum for innovative ideas and game-changing experts. 

· Lifelong educator and sustainability expert David Orr, from Oberlin College, will offer a unique perspective at the Opening Plenary session Wednesday, March 9. He is perhaps best known for his pioneering work on environmental literacy in higher education. He raised funds for and spearheaded the effort to design and build a $7.2 million Environmental Studies Center at Oberlin College, a building described by the New York Times as "the most remarkable" of a new generation of college buildings and selected as one of 30 "milestone buildings" in the 20th century by the U.S. Department of Energy.
· The Living Building Challenge has swept North America, and Jason McLennan, the founding author and now Director of the International Living Building Institute will lead this workshop. Widely accepted to be the most advanced green building standard in the world, the purpose of the Challenge is straightforward: it defines the most advanced measure of sustainability in the built environment possible today and acts to diminish the gap between current limits and ideal solutions. This certification program covers all building at all scales and is a unified tool for transformative design, allowing us to envision a future that is socially just, culturally rich, and ecologically benign. 

· Chris Martensen’s “Crash Course” addresses one of the most vital issues today: Since our economic system is built on growth, what happens when the need for growth comes up against the realities of a finite planet? This seminar starts from the assertion that a crisis is a terrible thing to waste and that the coming changes will afford us an opportunity to envision and create a new and true form of prosperity based on deeper connections to our communities and where we live.
· Track 2, "Renewable Energy Technologies," presents case studies of successful installations throughout the Northeast.

· Track 8, "Regional Sustainable Models in German Lower Saxony and Upper Austria," gives NESEA energy professionals the opportunity to report on successful European methods to dramatically reduce energy use. 

· Track 9, "Whole Systems in Action" is focused on conversations about how "where" informs "what, how and why" we practice. 

Conference sessions range from emerging trends in renewable energy to healthy alternatives to traditional building materials to deep energy retrofits of commercial, residential and historic buildings.  NESEA is the only conference that requires its building case studies to adhere to strict guidelines that include a full year of energy data, reaffirming a commitment to present the best building and energy practices at this conference. For guidelines: www.nesea.org/buildingenergy.

The conference includes 60+ sessions and 25 full- and half-day workshops.  For additional details, go to http://www.nesea.org/buildingenergy/conferenceataglance/
Media Registration
If you are a WORKING member of the media AND PLAN TO WRITE about Building Energy 2011, please contact Lisa Quackenbush at LisaQ@cuepr.com or 781.275.6705.
